TIPS FOR READING POETRY

First, closely identify all relevant poetic elements in the text:

*   poetic genre (lyric, narrative, dramatic)
*   dramatic situation and related elements, such as persona, narrator, auditor, setting, etc.
*   poetic form (stanza form, fixed form, open form, etc.)
*   poetic meter (rhythm and rhyme scheme) and musicality (euphony, cacophony, alliteration, assonance, consonance, etc.)
*   poetic diction and device (imagery, symbolism, metaphor, simile, metonymy, allusion, personification, etc.)
*   poetic idiom (the artist’s own idiosyncratic or unique use of language) and tone (attitude or voice)

With a list of poetic elements, then try to interpret. Part of interpretation includes paraphrasing particularly challenging lines, but also try to capture the overall meaning or significance of the poem. Try, finally, to identify what the text communicates about the poet’s overall artistic vision.

In sum, first understand the concrete elements of a poem in order, then, to understand its abstract meanings.

